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MINUTES OF THE THIRD MEETING CF 
THE LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


MAY 10, 1982 
CONFERENCE CENTRE, PLACE DU PORTAGE, HULL, QUEBEC 


Present: Jill Stern, Canadian Government Publishing Centre (CGPC) 
C. Page, Canadian Government Publishing Centre (CGPC) 
CG. Ellis, otatiscies Canada 
R. Lawless, National Library 


J. Walther-Wittenheim, Association pour l'avancement des sciences et 
des techniques de la documentation (ASTED) 


A. Chénier, Association pour l'avancement des sciences et des 
techniques de la documentation (ASTED) 


F. Rose, Canadian Library Association (CLA) 
J. Dutka, Canadian Library Association (CLA) 


N. Brearly, Observer, Canadian Association of Research Libraries (CARL) 


1. Adoption of Minutes of Meeting of October 1, 1981 


A. Chénier moved, seconded by J. Walther-Wittenheim, that the minutes of the 
meeting of October 1, 1981 be adopted. 


on ''Non—Performing!! Depositories 


Committee members reported on the activities undertaken since the meeting of 
October 1, 1981 with respect to the ''Non-Performing'' depositories identified 
in the 1980 Usage Survey: 


a) J. Sterm advised that the Publishing Centre had written to each of the 
128 non-performing selective depository libraries, requesting that they 
confirm their desire to retain depository status. Of the 90 replies 
received, 79 were affirmative, 11 negative. The 11 libraries requesting 
deletion, as well as the 38 non-responsive libraries, lost their 
depository status effective April 1, 1982. 


b) F. Rose reported that articles had been published in both ''Feliciter"’ 
and 'BCLA Reporter" and that the co-ordinator of the British Columbia 
Library system had been approached. 


c) A. Chénier reported that he had sent a letter, together with a list of 
the non-performing depositories, to Roland Auger of the Quebec National 
Library for follow-up action. 


J. Stern advised that the Publishing Centre's review of the usage statis- 
tics for 1981 revealed that, of the 647 educational institutions, public 
libraries, and resource libraries holding selective depository status, 320 
(or approximately 50%) ordered either less than 10% or none of the mono- 
graphs released during the year. It was agreed that these statistics 
indicate a more serious situation than existed in 1980 and that the follow- 
ing activities would be undertaken and reported on at the next meeting of 
the LAC: 


a) J. Dutka and F. Rose will seek CLA approval to survey non-performing 
depositories in an attempt to determine why the depository services 
program is so poorly utilized. 


b) J. Dutka will arrange to have the matter of non-performing depositories 
discussed at the upcoming CLA conference. 


c) J. Sterm will provide A. Chénier with the names of the 1981 Quebec non- 
performing depositories on the basis of which he will seek information 
and assistance from officials of the Quebec Library system. 


d) J. Stern agreed to provide committee members with complete lists of 
depository libraries to determine the present geographical allocation of 
depositories. At such time as definitive action is taken concerning the 
non-performing depositories, this geographical information could be 
useful in reallocating depository privileges. 


It was agreed that no further action will be taken by the Publishing Centre 
prior to the next meeting. 


Finally, committee members questioned the possibility of extending deposi- 
tory status to secondary schools. J. Stern advised that this is not a 
decision that the Canadian Government Publishing Centre can take as the 
authority to grant depository status to secondary schools is a matter 

covered by Treasury Board policy. A. Chénier and F. Rose agreed to 
investigate the extent to which depository privileges could be utilized by 
secondary schools, in Quebec and outside of Quebec respectively, and will 
report their findings at the next meeting. 


Se Monitoring of Depositories 


J. Sterm advised that, during a recent visit to selective depository 
libraries, she was able to observe the manner in which Government of Canada 
publications are retained and made available to the public. She also noted 
that many librarians are encountering space difficulties and, as such, are 
concerned with retention requirements for Government of Canada publica- 
tions. Committee members agreed that this is of serious concern to many 
librarians and should be investigated by the committee. As such, the 
following activities will be undertaken: 


a) A. Chénier will provide J. Stern with a copy of the retention guidelines 
applicable to Government of Quebec publications. J. Stern will also 
attempt to acquire similar guidelines for Province of Ontario publica- 
tions. This information will be disseminated to committee members for 
review and discussion at the next meeting. 


b) J. Dutka agreed to provide J. Sterm with copies of a serial entitled 
"Documents to the People'’ in which retention problems are discussed in 
detail. 


c) F. Rose and A. Chénier agreed to prepare a formal proposal to the Publi- 
shing Centre with recommendations on the retention policy of the federal 
government. 


It was also agreed that, with the increasing importance of micro-fiche 
documents in the library community, clarification must be given on order- 
ing and retention requirements for Government of Canada publications 
published in both hard copy and microfiche form. This will be discussed 
in further detail at the next meeting. 


- Availability of Bilingual Publications in Unilingual Regions 


J. Stern informed committee members of the increasing problem of pro- 
viding bilingual publications to patrons in unilingual regions. She 
emphasized that providing publications in both official languages to the 
Canadian public is a prime concern of the Government of Canada. Committee 
members put forth the following suggestions on how to deal with this 
problem: 


a) A. Chénier recommended that unilingual depository libraries be permitted 
free ordering privileges for Checklist publications in the other offi- 
cial language. As such publications would be ordered only in response 
to specific requests of patrons, it was further suggested that no time 
constraints be imposed on these orders. J. Stern agreed that this idea 
would be investigated. 


b) It was pointed out that bilingual publications can be obtained through 
inter-library loans. However, due to the lengthy delays involved in 
such loans and the costly service charges sometimes imposed, this was 
not felt to be a desirable means of making bilingual publications 
available in unilingual regions. 


c) J. Dutka agreed to present this problem to the Government Publications 
Committee at the upcoming CLA conference in the hope of acquiring ideas 
for alternative solutions. She will report on this discussion at the 
next meeting of the LAC. 


5. Other Items 


a) J. Stern advised that the minutes of the meetings of the Library Advisory 
Committee will be listed on the Weekly Checklist of Canadian Government 
Publications as a one-—dot item. 


In response to an inquiry from F. Rose, J. Stern advised that distribution 
of free publications (including serials) is the sole responsibility of 
author departments and, as such, no action can be taken by the Publishing 
Centre to ensure the forwarding of each serial issue. 


J. Stern advised that the Canadian Government Publishing Centre has assumed 
responsibility for distribution of Statistics Canada publications. 


J. Stem requested that agenda items for future LAC meetings be submitted 
to the Publishing Centre at least one month in advance so that a formal 
agenda may be drawn up and distributed to the committee and documentation 
prepared as required. It was agreed that agenda items for the next 
meeting, to be held in November, will be submitted to the Publishing Centre 
by September 20th. An approximate date for the subsequent meeting of the 
Library Advisory Committee will be decided upon at each meeting and 
meetings will be convened only when there is sufficient material to be 
covered. 


In response to an inquiry from A. Chénier, J. Stern advised that Micromedia 
is licensed to micropublish Government of Canada publications on behalf of 
government departments and that microfiche is available for sale through 
Micromedia. 


In response to an inquiry from F. Rose, J. Stern advised that, due to a 
shortage of resources, the Publishing Centre has not yet been able to pro- 
duce an accumulation of the 1978-79 Checklists. She agreed to provide a 
status report at the next meeting of the LAC. 


J. Dutka inquired as to the possibility of the Publishing Centre setting 

up a booth at the annual CLA conference. J. Sterm advised that the Publi- 
shing Centre operates on a cost recovery basis. Such a booth would be non- 
revenue producing and, as such, is not economically viable. J. Dutka 
agreed to propose to members of the Government Publications Committee of 
the CLA that they volunteer to staff a Publishing Centre booth at forth- 
coming conferences. 


In response to a request from J. Dutka, J. Stern agreed to investigate the 
possibility of the Centre producing and making available to libraries 
across Canada an instructional slide-tape presentation on the Depository 
Services Program. She emphasized, however, that the Centre does not have 
the funds to back such a project nor the resources to make this presen- 
tation to librarians. A. Chénier and J. Dutka agreed to endeavour to 
provide J. Stern with similar presentations used by the Quebec government 
and the U.S. CGPO respectively. 


BSN / 
J. Stern, Chairman, 
Library Advisory Committee. 
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